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HS2 – overview

• Escalating costs: £32.7 billion in 
2010, Government now say £55.7 
billion, National Audit Office in 
2016 say £63 billion.

• Long time scale – gets to 
Birmingham in 2026, Phase 2 
planned for 2033.

• Changing rationale – speed, 
capacity, alternative to flying, 
‘rebalancing’ economy



2013 Consultation on Preferred Route

• Route chosen by Government 
would  “follow the corridor of the 
M42 / A42 on its eastern side

• Cross the River Mease Special Area 
of Conservation to NW of 
Measham

• Compared with other routes a 
narrow part of the foodplain and a 
more direct crossing of the river 
with shorter viaduct structure”

Consultation responses were 
supposed to be decided on by the 
end of 2014 …

… No info till end of 2016 when 
report highlights:

• Potential impact of the 
proposed route on businesses 
(Westminster Estate)

• And on Measham Wharf major 
development site (up to 450 
houses)



2016 Consultation in our area

• Two separate changes of route (1) East Mids
Airport (2) Measham

• Around Measham avoids identified problems 
but creates new ones:

• Impact on Austrey, Appleby Parva, Appleby 
Magna, East side of Measham, Packington

• Need for new crossing of the River Mease
“which would require further assessment”

• Proposed route was considered in 2012 / 13 
and seen as less preferable to the one now 
being rejected.



Route modification overview

Packington

Measham

Appleby 
Magna

Austrey

Appleby 
Parva

M42 / A42

2013 Route 2016 Proposed
Route

Villages now 
between 
motorway 
and HS2

These two routes 
were compared in 
2013.  One close to 
the motorway was 
assessed as  
preferred route



Changes affecting Austrey

Motorway

2013 Route

2016 Route  
closer to 
Austrey

New Route 
through the 
middle of 
Appleby Hill.
Crosses top close 
to telecoms 
mast.
Track will be 20m 
below current 
level (with 
powerlines 8-9m 
higher).
Under historic 
footpath ‘Salt 
Street’.



Changes affecting Appleby Magna & Parva
Motorway

2013 Route

2016 Route
Villages 
between 
M42 & HS2

Track 3m 
above current 
A444. Road 
will be put on 
a bridge 10m 
above existing 
ground level

2 farms where many 
small businesses are 
based will be 
demolished 

Line comes close to
Sir John Moore 
Foundation above 
ground.  Grade 1 
listed building
Village primary 
school
Community and 
business premises.

High viaduct: Mease SAC 



Changes affecting Measham
Motorway

2013 Route

2016 Route 
Measham
between M42 
& HS2

Factory 
protected.
450 proposed 
Wharf housing 
development not 
affected

HS2 on viaduct 
over Mease 880m 
long.  Height 11m 
plus 8-9 m 
overhead power

Problems with 
levels for potential 
canal crossing

Track close to 
housing as it crosses 
(below) Bosworth 
and Leicester Rds
and parallel to 
cemetery



Changes affecting Packington
Motorway

2013 Route

2016 Route
Across open 
countryside HS2 track over 

Measham Rd on 10m 
embankment (plus 
overhead lines)

Route now closer to 
residential properties



How Can I express my views?

•Official Government Consultation.  Need to respond 
by 9th March 2017

•“Do you support the proposal to re-align the 
route to the east of Measham?

Please indicate whether or not you support the 
proposal together with your reasons”



Relevant Points to Make 

• Businesses: impact in Measham reduced but many new smaller businesses 
newly affected

• Houses: new houses built on expectation of previous route now affected

• Environment:
• Noise
• Landscape
• Historic Environment
• River Mease SAC

• Social:
• Schools
• Public space & recreation



Set up a Group to oppose this route?

• To Collect information, research the case etc.

• Make a coordinated response across the villages

• Encourage and support individual responses to the consultation

• Maintain press interest & coverage …

• Open to all who support its objectives

• With a committee to include Parish Council representatives, local 
action groups, others who want to be involved

• If agreed, 7.00 pm meeting 4th January in Measham Leisure Centre 


