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The Communities Cutting Carbon project is a collaboration between the RCC, De Montfort University and each of the local authorities in the local area: Leicestershire County Council, Rutland County Council, Leicester City Council, 

and the district and borough councils of Charnwood, Harborough, Hinckley and Bosworth, Oadby and Wigston, Melton, Blaby and North West Leicestershire. It has been made possible thanks to financial support from the Knowledge 

Transfer Partnership programme, Economic and Social Research Council, the Natural Environment Research Council, Defra, the East Midlands Regional Improvement and Efficiency Partnership and Leicestershire County Council.

Project summary
An exhibition was held to show thermal images taken of almost all 
the 500 houses within the Appleby Magna community. Results were 
analysed and displayed in ways to encourage residents to take 
action to reduce heat loss from their homes. Visitors were able to 
talk to an expert in interpreting the pictures, and home owners were 
able to order a copy of the thermal image of their own house.

The exhibition with villagers viewing the findings and getting energy-saving tips.

Background and aims
Appleby Environment and Appleby Magna Parish Council wanted 
to raise the profile of energy saving and climate change more broadly. 
We aimed to highlight the level of heat loss in different types of 
houses and help people to take action, including simple DIY and 
behaviour changes.

What was done
Professional digital thermal images were taken of virtually every 
house in the village. 12 volunteers leafleted all residents in advance 
of the imaging and again before the exhibition. They also organised 
and staffed the exhibition where people were able to see images 
of their own homes and displays including results from different 
housing types. The contractors, TS Thermal Survey Ltd of Milton 
Keynes, advised on the interpretation of images and how to address 
specific problems. North West Leicestershire District Council’s Green 
Footprints team, the National Forest and RCC (Leicestershire and 
Rutland) also had displays.

Total project cost was £5,850. This was mainly imaging costs, and 
also included leaflets, exhibition costs and volunteer time (accounted 
for at a notional rate of £7 per hour). A Climate Friendly Communities 
grant of £4,250 was received to cover the expenditure.

“We found similar houses with completely different 
thermal images - this can be the result of making 
changes that are simple and cheap”

David Bligh, Appleby Environment

Benefits
The exhibition attracted 157 visitors. Many people said that they 
had not realised just how much heat, and hence money, was lost 

through their doors and windows that could be prevented quite 
easily. Results could be accessed via the village web site and 50 
households requested a copy of their image. 

Lessons learned
Making the exercise a village talking point led to a very positive 
reaction to the key message of energy saving. Curiosity to see their 
own image was a major factor in getting people to the exhibition. 
Because the project was run by local people and the Parish Council, 
it was trusted and residents did not feel they were being ‘sold’ 
something.

“It was really interesting to see my house in this way 
- we decided we needed a curtain behind our front 
door!” 

Vicky Duddles, Appleby Resident

Next steps
Appleby Environment is planning an ‘Open Houses’ event in the 
autumn whereby those who have made improvements to their 
property allow others to visit and learn about the benefits.

Acknowledgements
Thanks to Communities Cutting Carbon who provided funding for 
the project. Thanks also to all the volunteers and supporters and 
TS Thermal Survey Ltd.

Contact details
Sonia Liff: Chair, Appleby Environment
14 Top Street, Appleby Magna, Swadlincote DE12 7AA
01530 272327     sonia@applebymagna.org.uk
www.applebymagna.org.uk/appleby_environment.html

Lindsay Swinfield: Clerk to the Parish Council 
applebymagnapc@hotmail.co.uk
www.applebymagna.org.uk


